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30 March 1863

Holland, Michigan

At a meeting of the consistory of the First Reformed Church at which Rev. Albertus C. Van
Raalte presided, it was decided "that the grass sods, still lacking on the church property, should be
placed, and that the gates should be made so that they can be firmly closed, keeping out the
cattle." The deacons were appointed the task. The pastor informed the consistory that he wished
to make a gift of land, income from which would be used to support the Holland Academy and
mission work.
In Dutch; translation by Rev. William and Althea Buursma, 2000.
Original in the records of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of Holland,
vol. II, pp. 190a, 190b, and 191a.

Page 190a
opening the pledge envelopes, the entire sum will be presented to the classical meeting,
and all of the congregations be urged to follow the example of the Holland congregation,
so that this goal may be achieved. The pastor was requested -to preach about this subject
before the envelopes are collected. He will also writatiexplanation that can be printed.
ARTICLE 8— J. Wagenaar requested a statemer(of membership. It was decided to give
this to him, but, at the same time, to inform him of his debt for salary and pew rental.
ARTICLE 9 — It was decided to rent th empty orphanage for 63 cents per week. The
rental of this building was assigned td Wakker, who had asked a question concerning it.
The monies must be turned over to4he deacons.
ARTICLE 10 — Brother te Rollér asks for advice as to how to deal with a request from
Berghuis for loaning $50.00/fith good security from the congregational funds. The
consistory judges that thesélmonies are intended and given for the maintenance of the
church and support of the Poor and cannot be used for any other purpose.
ARTICLE 11 — Folloving custom, all of the brothers declared that no hindrance exists
for the communal celeination of the Lord's Supper.
ARTICLE 12— It was decided to meet again in three weeks.
The meeting was crsed with prayer by Brother Oonk.
A. C. van Raalte
G. Wakker, clerk
Consistory Meeting of March 30, 1863
Absent: Brothers te Roller and Wilterdink.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by the president, Rev. A. C. van
Raalte.
ARTICLE 2 — The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved, with the
following correction in Article 7: The word "yearly" must be deleted and replaced by
"for each year, or for a year."
ARTICLE 3 — The committee (see Article 4 of the previous minutes) reports via Brother
Oonk. Van Dijk excuses himself completely, but they have urged him to cooperate with
his wife.
ARTICLE 4 — It was decided that the grass sods, still lacking on the church property,
should be placed, and that the gates should be made so that they can be firmly closed,
keeping out the cattle. This work was assigned to the deacons, with the assitance of

Page 190b

Brother Keppel.
ARTICLE 5 — By a decision of classis, the deacons were requested to collect the
outstanding monetary pledges for the Holland Academy. A committee was appointed to
review the pledge envelopes and to report the total to Brothers Oonk, Broek, and Plugger.
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Brother Labots was appointed as treasurer and bookkeeper, and Brother Plugger as the
guardian of the monies.
ARTICLE 7 — It was decided to propose to classis to initiate a procedure for sending out
at our expense our own missionary.
ARTICLE 8 — Delegates to the classical meeting, to be held on April 1, are Brothers
Kamper and Oonk.
ARTICLE 9 — The pastor informs the assembly that he wishes to bring to completion a
long-felt desire lodged in his heart to give a gift of land, in part for the Holland Academy,
and in part for mission work. Details will be stipulated later. He requests the judgment
of the consistory if the rental for this property should be used exclusively for
administration or at the direction of the board of trustees, and whether it should be given
in the name of the Second Dutch Reformed Church as well.
In the meantime, a letter was brought to the attention of the meeting from the board of
education of our denomination. This letter contains a request for monetary contributions,
for the purpose of printing books for distribution to soldiers in the army. It was decided
to take an offering eight days from today.
Due to the late hour, the meeting was adjourned until next Monday.
The meeting was closed with prayer by Labots.
A. C. van Raalte
G. Wakker, clerk
Consistory Meeting of April 7 863
Present: Keppel, Labots, Wakker, Oonk, Geerli gs, te Roller, and Rev. van Raalte.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened wit rayer by Rev. A. C. van Raalte.
ARTICLE 2 — A membership transfer was granted to Pietertje Gord to Noordeloos, and
Louis Rachler to New York.

